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The History of Perup: Nature’s Guesthouse 

Perup: Nature’s Guesthouse is a unique place where an abundance of rare, threatened 

and endangered wildlife can be easily observed. Five rare or threatened mammals shown 

on the Guesthouse’s logo (western ring-tail possum, numbat, woylie, chudich, and Tammar 

wallaby), and several other species, can be seen in the grounds around the Guesthouse 

or on one of the walk trails. 

The Guesthouse is located on an old farm where the land was allocated as state forest.  

During the 1970’s, the fibro and iron farmhouse became the base station for Dr. Per 

Christensen’s research in the surrounding jarrah forest into the effects of prescribed fire 

burns on a known population of Tammar wallabies.  Fox baiting trials were also undertaken 

in the area at this time.   

During these studies it was observed that the Tammar wallaby population increased 

dramatically.  Sightings of numbats and woylies (presumed extinct in the region) also 

became more frequent, and other rare species such as western ring-tail possums, chudich 

and southern brown bandicoots began to appear.  Further research confirmed that the 

re-emergence of these animals could be directly attributed to the reduction in fox 

numbers. 

During the 1980’s, Dr. Christensen and his technical officer Graham Liddelow formed an 

alliance with the University of Western Australia Extension Service and began what is 

believed to have been one of the first nature based tourism operations in Australia. Second 

hand transportable sleeping units were installed adjacent to the farmhouse, and a 240-

volt diesel generator was installed.  Visitors paid to join the researchers on ‘Wild Weekends’ 

where they participated in wildlife population monitoring, including spotlighting, radio 

tracking, trapping and release.   

Several schools and universities also began hiring the facility for field based activities, and 

commercial tour operators began visiting.  The Department of Conservation and Land 

Management (now called Parks and Wildlife Services within the Department of Biodiversity, 

Conservation and Attractions) hired out officers to support these visits.    

By 1990, the old farmhouse and transportable sleeping units were approaching the end of 

their serviceable life. Funding was secured to upgrade the facility in 1993 from the then 

Commonwealth Department of Tourism, the South West Development Commission and 

the Department of Conservation and Land Management.  With this funding, and support 

from the Friends of Perup and the Boyup Brook Shire, a redevelopment program begun 

which provided the perfect opportunity to develop an environmentally and ecologically 

sustainable nature based tourism facility.  

Apart from providing an opportunity to view rare and threatened wildlife in their natural 

habitat, the facility itself was designed for minimum impact living.  This was achieved by: 

- Constructing the buildings mostly from natural and renewable resources (e.g. 

plantation pine ceilings over jarrah in the Homestead, cork tile flooring, solar passive 

design principles); 

- The use of solar energy and solar hot water; 

- Providing of a zero nutrient pollution and effluent disposal system; 

- Collecting and storage of rainwater. 
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After more than three decades of ownership and management by the Parks and Wildlife 

Services, it was recognised that the facility needed a new approach to its management 

to ensure that the facility was used to its maximum advantage.  To this end, the Blackwood 

Basin Group took over management of the facility in 2017.   

The Blackwood Basin Group is a non-profit, community-based organisation that 

coordinates environmental management within the Blackwood River middle catchment 

and the Shire of Boyup Brook.  The goal of the Blackwood Basin Group is to work in 

partnership with the community to manage landcare issues and to maintain a balance 

between environmental protection, cultural diversity and economic productivity.   

All profits generated at the Guesthouse are reinvested in landcare efforts in the region, 

including planting trees, protecting wildlife and education.  By staying at Perup: Nature’s 

Guesthouse you are contributing the success and future of the facility, and are directly 

supporting the local community and the environment.  We hope you enjoy your stay. 
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